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seiled f ram Boston, Mass, , June 18, on tke 
surrey in &w &gland waters, Secretary of 
today. 

the Interior Oscar L. Chapman announced 

resources of bluefin tuna in waters _ - ._ !Lke Zkplorer will secarch for untapped 
principally off the &ores of lb.ine ,ond b8assachusetts. Primary objectives of tile 
cruise are to loca,te commercial concentrations of bluefin tuna, determine t’neir 
pattern of abunkce , direction of migration and potentid quantities for commer- 
cial use. On %eir results will hinge the development of an entirely new fishery 
in this region. 

rj;?le 85-foot, Pacific Coast type vessel carries an 1.1~man crew, It is fklly 
equipped with a 26,000 pound purse seine which is 2,100 feet in length. ‘iie seine 
will be used to take schools of bluefin tuna in tl?e 75-150 pound cl.ass, which is 
the best size for canning. 

The fishing industqr, especidl~ the Medne sardine canners, is watching the 
bluefin project with unuWly &.XI interest. As tile sardine season usuall;r ends 
in the fall, tuna canning the remainder of the yeax would tend to even employment 
levels. Be bluefin could be put into freezers until the winter la: arrives, then 
Canned with snail *tation of present canning oquipmcnt. 

The entire bluefin tuna investQ;ation is under the direction of John J. IQrra;y, 
fishery engineer with the Branch of Commercial Tkherics, Fish and IKIdlife 
Sorvico. 
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